LORD CLIVE

men for two months had been stored, was stormed on
the 22nd; and, on the 26th, Olive, after leaving a small
party at the pagodas, moved out to intercept D'Auteuil,
who was reported to be at Uttatur with a convoy and
reinforcements.     On   reaching Uttatur  he   could   hear
nothing of the French convoy, and, suspecting that he
was the victim of a ruse to draw him from his post,
he hurriedly retraced his steps and   re-entered Samia-
veram about 11 P.M., after having marched thirty miles
since daybreak.     Law, who had been informed of the
march, ordered a detachment of eighty Europeans,   of
whom forty were English deserters, and seven hundred
sepoys to march after dark and attack the pagodas at
dawn.    The French, unaware of Olive's return, reached
Samiaveram about 4 A.M. on the 27th, and were challenged
by   the  English   sentries,   who,  receiving   the   answer
"Friends'' from one of the deserters, suspected nothing
until the French fired a volley.    Olive, springing from
his bed> which was struck by a shot, ran towards the
firing, and thus joined the French sepoys as they were
forcing their way into the lower pagoda.   Believing them
to be his own men seeking shelter under the influence of
a panic, he began to abuse them in their own language,
when one of the native officers, suspecting him to be an
Englishman, attempted to cut him down.     Olive parried
the blow by running in and receiving it from the hilt on
his shoulder, and then, realising his mistake, disengaged
himself and went in search of his European detachment,
"which he found drawn up under arms.     Meantime the
French had obtained possession of the pagoda, and in an
attempt to retake it an officer and several men were killed.
It was then decided to bring the guns up and wait for